Electron microscopic detection of human parvovirus (B19) in a patient with HIV infection.
We report the findings on an HIV-positive patient found to be infected with human parvovirus B19. In a comparative study of sequential sera, direct electron microscopy (EM) had the same sensitivity as DNA hydridization for the detection of the virus. EM did not require specific reagents and also yielded information on the state of the virus; i.e., whether random or complexed, and the type of antibody involved. The presence of parvovirus complicated the judgement as to drug treatment. This case also highlighted the importance of diagnosing the presence of opportunistic viral infections that have no, or low-grade, pathogenic activity.